Hello all you future AP Chemistry students,
Congrats for taking on the challenge of AP Chemistry next year. It is guaranteed to be a thought-provoking course and hopefully you’ll enjoy the many chemistry demos I’ll do, have fun completing all the recommended labs we have throughout the year, and learn concepts that you can apply throughout your life.  Our main goals for the class are to prepare you for college level chemistry, to help you find success on the AP Chemistry Exam so you can earn college credit before even getting to college, and to help you learn problem solving and questioning skills to use throughout your life.  To ensure we get a good start, you have a few things to do over the summer. The summer homework is broken up into two parts: 
· The first part is to gather reference materials for you to use throughout the year to better help you learn the necessary content. 

· Visit our class website at www.berwicksclasses.org and peruse the information posted for our AP Chemistry class. You may want to bookmark this page on your browser to access class information throughout the year. Suggested pages to visit are the AP resources on the Websites page, the course unit sequence, labs for each unit and other course details on the Syllabus page, and finally the Calendar page to see what the year will be like. Some of the pages on the website maybe changing a little as I update them this summer, making them current for your classes. 

· I also strongly suggest you purchase an AP Chemistry test prep book, which can be found at Borders, Barnes and Noble as well as many other large book stores. Suggested series is by Cliff Notes. To better prepare yourself for the test in the spring, I suggest you purchase this resource before school starts so you can use it to supplement each unit we cover by taking notes directly in the resource as it will make it easier to review before our unit tests and the AP exam in the spring. You can read the introduction section so you know a little about the test you will be taking and are ready to start learning the content. 
· Next, go to http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/exam/exam_information/1998.html and scroll down to released free response questions. Click on any of the “All Questions” links to pull up previous AP Chemistry Free Response Exams. At the beginning of the exam are a number of resources you will be able to use throughout the year on our tests as well as on the AP Exam next spring. Please print copies of these for you to use throughout the year. They include: a Periodic Table of Elements, a Standard Reduction Potentials table, and two Equation and Constants sheets. Laminating or placing these resources in plastic protective sheets would help protect them as you use them throughout the year. 
· Finally, go to the September page on the class website and click on the Periodic Table of Ions and Solubility Rules links below the Summer HW and print the documents. These resources will not be available for you during classroom tests or on the AP exam but you will be able to use them on assignments and during classroom activities.  
· The second part of your summer homework is to complete some assignments to share information about yourself, start learning some very basic chemistry facts and show me what you already know.

· To show that you explored the class website, go to the September page and find a link with Website Questions.  Please email the answers to the questions to my school email from your parent’s email before the first day of school. 
· Next, learn what most of the symbols stand for on the Periodic Table of Elements that you printed. As you see, the periodic table does not have element names on it so you need to know what the symbols mean and where they are located to use it efficiently. You will be taking a quiz on the names and corresponding symbols the first full day of school. 

· On the Periodic Table of Ions resource you printed, there is a small box of polyatomic ions above the periodic table. Please look up and write down the definition of polyatomic ions, and learn the names, formulas and charges for each of these polyatomic ions. A short video about these ions can be found at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUpfk0dPHaI&feature=plcp . There will be a quiz the second week of school on writing formulas, names and charges for polyatomic ions. There is a fun website to explore that helps you learn both the symbols and polyatomic ions as well as many other things we will learn later in the year. http://www2.stetson.edu/mahjongchem/ 

· You will also need to look up and write down the definition of solubility in aqueous solutions and learn which ions are soluble in aqueous solutions and which ones are not from the Solubility Rules sheet you printed. A short video about solubility can be found at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oc20e25QeF0&feature=relmfu. There will also be a quiz the second week of school on the Solubility Rules for ions in aqueous solutions. 
· Finally, linked below the Summer HW on the September Page is a handout of AP Chemistry Diagnostic Practice Problems. Please try and attempt the problems on this handout.  The assignment will not be graded on accuracy only that you completed/tried it. The results will used to determine what students in the class already know before taking AP Chemistry so I know what topics we need to focus on in the class.  

Good luck starting your AP Chemistry learning and I look forward to learning Chemistry with you this fall. If you want to contact me over the summer both my home and school emails are posted on the first page of our class website. Have a great summer! 
Mrs. Berwick

AP Chemistry Teacher(
